Farsala (Greek: Φάρσαλα), known in Antiquity as  Pharsalos (Ancient Greek:
Φάρσαλος, Latin: Pharsalus), is a city in southern Thessaly, in Greece. 
Farsala is located in the southern part of Larissa regional unit, and is one of its largest towns. Farsala is an economic and agricultural centre of the region. Cotton and livestock are the main agricultural products, and many inhabitants are employed in the production of textile. Farsala is famous for its distinctive halva, but even more so for its significance in ancient history.
Geography [edit]
Farsala lies at the southern edge of the Thessalian Plain, 4 km south of the riverEnipeas. The Greek National Road 3 (Larissa - Lamia) and the Greek National Road 30 (Karditsa - Volos) pass through the town. The nearest train station is inPalaiofarsalos, 12 km to the west, on the line from Athens to Thessaloniki. Farsala is located 38 km south of Larissa, 41 km east of Karditsa, 44 km north of Lamia and 49 km west of Volos.
Ancient Pharsalos[edit]
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	silver hemidrachm struck in Pharsalos 450-400 BC.


The Homeric Phthia of the Mycenaean period, capital of the Kingdom of the Myrmidons and of Peleus, father of Achilles, has sometimes been identified with the later city of Pharsalos (Greek: Φάρσαλος), now Farsala. A Cyclopean Wall which protected a city still exists today near modern Farsala, as does a vaulted tomb from that period.
The Pharsalos of the historic era was built over a hillside of the Narthacius mountains at an elevation of some 160 m, where modern Farsala stands. It was one of the main cities in Thessaly and was the capital of the Phthian tetrarch. In the Persian Wars it sided with the Athenians. A distinctive tribe of the city was that of Echecratidon. In the early 4th century BC, the city was a part of the Thessalian Commons. Later, it joined the Macedonian Kingdom under Philip II. The area became a theatre of war where the Aetolians and the Thessalians clashed with the Macedonians, especially during the Second and the Third Macedonian Wars. After the defeat of the Macedonian Kingdom, Pharsalos and the whole area became a part of the Roman Republic.
The whole area suffered great destruction during the Roman Civil War. The Battle of Pharsalus, where Julius Caesar defeated Pompeyand changed the course of the Roman Republic forever, took place in 48 BC in the fields of the Pharsalian Plain.

Historical population[edit]
	Year
	Town
	Municipal unit
	Municipality

	1981
	7,211
	-
	-

	1991
	8,457
	9,464
	-

	2001
	9,801
	10,812
	-

	2011
	9,337
	9,982
	18,545
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